These strifes and this bloodshed and discord
must cease, and all men be as one Kindred and
one family.... Let not a man glory in this, that

he loves his country; let him rather glory in

this, that he loves his Kind....
Bahd'u'lldh

According to the teachings of Bahd'u'llih the
family, being a human unit, must be educated
according to the rules of sanctity. All the
virtues must be taught the family. The integrity
of the family bond must be constantly
considered, and the rights of the individual
members must not be transgressed. The rights
of the son, the father, the mother—none of
them must be transgressed, none of them must
be arbitrary. Just as the son has certain
obligations to his father, the father, liKewise,
has certain obligations to his son. The mother,
the sister and other members of the household
have their certain prerogatives. All these rights
and prerogatives must be conserved, yet the
unity of the family must be sustained. The
injury of one shall be considered the injury of
all; the comfort of each, the comfort of all; the

honor of one, the honor of all.
“Abdu'l-Bahd

Note ye how easily, where unity existeth in a
given family, the affairs of that family are
conducted; what progress the members of
that family make, how they prosper in the
world. Their concerns are in order, they enjoy
comfort and tranquillity, they are secure,
their position is assured, they come to be
envied by all. Such a family but addeth to its
stature and its lasting honour, as day

succeedeth day.
“Abdu'l-Bahd

If love and agreement are manifest in a
single family, that family will advance,
become illumined and spiritual; but if enmity
and hatred exist within it, destruction and

dispersion are inevitable.
“Abdu'l-Bahd

The diversity in the human family should be
the cause of love and harmony, as it is in
music where many different notes blend

together in the maKing of a perfect chord.
‘Abdu'l-Bahd

Compare the nations of the world to the
members of a family. A family is a nation in

miniature. Simply enlarge the circle of the
household, and you have the nation. Enlarge
the circle of nations, and you have all
humanity. The conditions surrounding the
family surround the nation. The happenings
in the family are the happenings in the life of

the nation.
"Abdu'l-Bahad

A family, however is a very special Kind of
community'. The Research Department has
not come across any statements which
specially name the father as responsible for
the 'security, progress and unity of the
family' as is stated in  Bahiyyih
Nakhjavani's book, but it can be inferred
from a number of the responsibilities placed
upon him, that the father can be regarded as
the ‘head' of the family. The members of a
family all have duties and responsibilities
towards one another and to the family as a
whole, and these duties and responsibilities
vary from member to member because of
their natural relationships. ‘The parents
have the inescapable duty to educate their
children—but not vice versa; the children



have the duty to obey their parents—the
parents do not obey the children; the mother
—not the father—bears the children,
nurses them in babyhood, and is thus their
first educator, hence daughters have a prior
right to education over sons and, as the
Guardian's secretary has written on his
behalf: ‘The task of bringing up a Bahd'i
child, as emphasized time and again in
Bahd'i Writings, is the chief responsibility
of the mother, whose unique privilege is
indeed to create in her home such conditions
as would be most conductive to both his
material and  spiritual  welfare and
advancement. The training which a child
first receives through his mother constitutes
the strongest foundation for his future
development.” A  corollary  of  this
responsibility of the mother is her right to be
supported by her husband—a husband has
no explicit right to be supported by his wife.

Universal House of Justice

Bahda'u'llah came to bring unity to the
world, and a fundamental unity is that of
the family.
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Family

A brief selection from the

Baha'i Writings



