
In the days of old an instinct for warfare
was   developed   in   the   struggle   with   wild
animals;   this   is   no   longer   necessary;   nay,
rather,   co­operation   and   mutual
understanding   are   seen   to   produce   the
greatest welfare of mankind. Enmity is now
the result of prejudice only.
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The fifth, abandonment of racial, religious,
worldly  and political  prejudices,  prejudices
which destroy the foundation of mankind.
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And   the   breeding­ground   of   all   these
tragedies is prejudice: prejudice of race and
nation, of religion, of political opinion; and
the root cause of prejudice is blind imitation
of the past—imitation in religion, in racial
attitudes,   in  national  bias,   in  politics.  So
long as this aping of the past persisteth, just
so   long will   the   foundations  of   the   social
order  be blown to the four winds,   just so
long will  humanity be continually exposed
to direst peril.
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Again, as to religious, racial, national and
political bias: all these prejudices strike at
the very root of human life; one and all they

beget   bloodshed,  and   the   ruination  of   the
world. So long as these prejudices survive,
there will be continuous and fearsome wars.
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It is self­evident that the unity of the human
world and the Most Great Peace cannot be
accomplished  through material  means.  They
cannot   be   established   through   political
power,  for the political  interests of nations
are  various  and   the  policies   of  peoples   are
divergent   and   conflicting.   They   cannot   be
founded   through   racial   or   patriotic   power,
for   these   are   human   powers,   selfish   and
weak.  The very nature of  racial  differences
and   patriotic   prejudices   prevents   the
realization   of   this   unity   and   agreement.
Therefore, it is evidenced that the promotion
of the oneness of the kingdom of humanity,
which is the essence of the teachings of all
the   Manifestations   of   God,   is   impossible
except through the divine power and breaths
of   the   Holy   Spirit.   Other   powers   are   too
weak   and   are   incapable   of   accomplishing
this.
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And among the   teachings  of  Bahá'u'lláh   is
that religious, racial, political, economic and
patriotic   prejudices   destroy   the   edifice   of

humanity. As long as these prejudices prevail,
the  world  of  humanity  will   not  have   rest.
For a period of 6,000 years history informs
us   about   the   world   of   humanity.   During
these 6,000 years the world of humanity has
not  been free  from war,  strife,  murder  and
bloodthirstiness.   In   every   period   war   has
been waged  in  one country  or  another  and
that   war   was   due   to   either   religious
prejudice, racial prejudice, political prejudice
or  patriotic prejudice.  It has therefore been
ascertained and proved that all prejudices are
destructive of the human edifice. As long as
these   prejudices   persist,   the   struggle   for
existence   must   remain   dominant,   and
bloodthirstiness   and   rapacity   continue.
Therefore, even as was the case in the past,
the world of humanity cannot be saved from
the   darkness   of   nature   and   cannot   attain
illumination   except   through   the
abandonment   of   prejudices   and   the
acquisition of the morals of the Kingdom.
If this prejudice and enmity are on account
of   religion   consider   that   religion   should  be
the   cause   of   fellowship,   otherwise   it   is
fruitless.   And   if   this   prejudice   be   the
prejudice   of   nationality   consider   that   all
mankind are of one nation; all have sprung
from the tree of Adam, and Adam is the root
of the tree....



As to the patriotic prejudice, this is also due
to absolute ignorance, for the surface of the
earth is one native land. Every one can live
in   any   spot   on   the   terrestrial   globe.
Therefore all the world is man's birthplace.
These   boundaries   and   outlets   have   been
devised   by   man.   In   the   creation,   such
boundaries and outlets were not assigned....

Regarding   the   economic   prejudice,   it   is
apparent   that   whenever   the   ties   between
nations   become   strengthened   and   the
exchange   of   commodities   accelerated,   and
any economic principle is established in one
country, it will ultimately affect the other
countries and universal benefits will result.
Then why this prejudice?

As to the political  prejudice,  the  policy of
God must be followed and it is indisputable
that   the   policy   of   God   is   greater   than
human policy. We must follow the Divine
policy   and   that   applies   alike   to   all
individuals. He treats all individuals alike:
no   distinction   is   made,   and   that   is   the
foundation of the Divine Religions.
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