
Although to acquire the sciences and arts is
the greatest glory of mankind, this is so only
on condition that man's river flow into the
mighty   sea,   and   draw   from   God's   ancient
source His inspiration. When this cometh to
pass,   then   every   teacher   is   as   a   shoreless
ocean,   every   pupil   a   prodigal   fountain   of
knowledge.   If,   then,   the   pursuit   of
knowledge lead to the beauty of Him Who is
the Object of all  Knowledge,  how excellent
that   goal;   but   if   not,   a   mere   drop   will
perhaps shut a man off from flooding grace,
for   with   learning   cometh   arrogance   and
pride,   and   it   bringeth   on   error   and
indifference to God.

The sciences of today are bridges to reality; if
then they lead not to reality, naught remains
but fruitless illusion. By the one true God! If
learning be not a means of access to Him, the
Most   Manifest,   it   is   nothing   but   evident
loss.

`Abdu'l-Bahá

...in  this  new cycle,  education and training
are recorded in the Book of God as obligatory
and   not   voluntary.   That   is,   it   is   enjoined
upon the   father  and mother,  as  a  duty,   to

strive  with all  effort  to  train the daughter
and the son, to nurse them from the breast of
knowledge and to rear them in the bosom of
sciences   and  arts.   Should   they  neglect   this
matter,   they   shall   be   held   responsible   and
worthy   of   reproach   in   the   presence   of   the
stern Lord.

`Abdu'l-Bahá

Ye must therefore  put forth a mighty effort,
striving by night and day and resting not for a
moment, to acquire an abundant share of all
the sciences and arts, that the Divine Image,
which shineth out from the Sun of Truth, may
illumine the mirror of the hearts of men.

`Abdu'l-Bahá

Thy  letter  was   received.  Praise  be   to  God  it
imparted   the   good   news   of   thy   health   and
safety  and   indicated   that   thou  art   ready   to
enter   an   agricultural   school.   This   is   highly
suitable. Strive as much as possible to become
proficient in the science of agriculture, for in
accordance   with   the   divine   teachings   the
acquisition  of   sciences   and   the  perfection  of
arts are considered acts of worship. If a man
engageth with all his power in the acquisition
of a science or in the perfection of an art, it is

as if he has been worshipping God in churches
and temples.

`Abdu'l-Bahá

It  is  permissible to study sciences and arts,
but   such   sciences   as   are  useful   and  would
redound to the progress and advancement of
the people. Thus hath it been decreed by Him
Who is the Ordainer, the All­Wise.

Bahá'u'lláh

The third Tajalli   is  concerning arts,  crafts
and   sciences.   Knowledge   is   as   wings   to
man's life, and a ladder for his ascent. Its
acquisition is incumbent upon everyone. The
knowledge of such sciences, however, should
be acquired as can profit the peoples of the
earth,   and   not   those   which   begin   with
words and end with words. Great indeed is
the claim of scientists and craftsmen on the
peoples   of   the   world.   Unto   this   beareth
witness the Mother Book on the day of His
return.   Happy   are   those   possessed   of   a
hearing   ear.   In   truth,   knowledge   is   a
veritable treasure for man, and a source of
glory,   of  bounty,  of   joy,   of   exaltation,  of
cheer and gladness unto him. Thus hath the



Tongue   of  Grandeur   spoken   in   this  Most
Great Prison.

Bahá'u'lláh

We have permitted you to read such sciences
as are profitable unto you, not such as end
in idle disputation; better is this for you, if
ye be of them that comprehend.

Bahá'u'lláh

The source of crafts, sciences and arts is the
power  of   reflection.  Make  ye   every   effort
that out of this ideal mine there may gleam
forth such pearls of wisdom and utterance
as will promote the well­being and harmony
of all the kindreds of the earth.

Bahá'u'lláh

At   the   outset   of   every   endeavour,   it   is
incumbent to look to the end of it. Of all the
arts   and   sciences,   set   the   children   to
studying   those   which   will   result   in
advantage to man, will ensure his progress
and   elevate   his   rank.   Thus   the   noisome
odours of lawlessness will be dispelled, and
thus   through   the   high   endeavours   of   the
nation's leaders, all will live cradled, secure
and in peace.

Bahá'u'lláh
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