Consider the sun. Were it to say now, “I am
the sun of yesterday,” it would speak_ the
truth. And should it, bearing the sequence
of time in mind, claim to be other than that
sun, it still would speak the truth. In [ike
manner, if it be said that all the days are
but one and the same, it is correct and true.
And if it be said, with respect to their
particular names and designations, that
they differ, that again is true. For though
they are the same, yet one doth recognize in
each a separate designation, a specific
attribute, a particular character. Conceive
accordingly the distinction, variation, and
VATLoUS
Manifestations of holiness, that thou
mayest comprehend the allusions made by

unity characteristic  of  the

the Creator of all names and attributes to
the mysteries of distinction and unity, and
discover the answer to thy question as to
why that everlasting Beauty should have,
at sundry times, called Himself by different

names and titles....
Bahad 'u'lla h

These sanctified Mirrors, these Day Springs
of ancient glory, are, one and all, the

Exponents on earth of Him Who is the
central Orb of the universe, its Essence and
ultimate Purpose. From Him proceed their
Knowledge and power; from Him is derived
their sovereignty. ‘The beauty of their
countenance is but a reflection of His image,
and their revelation a sign of His deathless
glory. They are the Treasuries of Divine
Knowledge, and the Repositories of celestial
wisdom. Through them is transmitted a grace
that is infinite, and by them is revealed the
Light that can never fade... These
Tabernacles of Holiness, these Primal
Mirrors which reflect the light of unfading
glory, are but expressions of Him Who is the
Invisible of the Invisibles. By the revelation
of these Gems of Divine virtue all the names
and attributes of God, such as Knowledge
and power, sovereignty and dominion, mercy
and wisdom, glory, bounty, and grace, are

made manifest.
Bahd 'u'lld h

The Bearers of the Trust of God are made
manifest unto the peoples of the earth as the
Exponents of a new Cause and the Revealers
of a new Message. Inasmuch as these Birds
of the celestial Throne are all sent down from

the heaven of the Will of God, and as they
all arise to proclaim His irresistible Faith,
they, therefore, are regarded as one soul and
the same person. For they all drink from the
one Cup of the love of God, and all partake

of the fruit of the same Tree of Oneness.
Bahd 'u'lld h

I testify, O Thou Who art the Lord of the
whole creation, and the Desire of whosoever
hath sought Thee, that, amidst Thy creatures,
They resemble the sun which no matter how
often it riseth and setteth is still the one and
the same sun. Whoso maKeth any distinction
between any of Them hath truly failed to
attain the ultimate purpose, and to reach the
highest goal, and hath been deprived of the
mysteries of unity and of the lights of

sanctity and oneness.
Baha 'u'lla h

Beware, O believers in the Unity of God,
lest ye be tempted to maKe any distinction
between any of the Manifestations of His
Cause, or to discriminate against the signs
that have accompanied and proclaimed their
Revelation. This indeed is the true meaning
of Divine Unity, if ye be of them that



apprehend and believe this truth. Be ye
assured, moreover, that the works and acts
of each and every one of these
Manifestations of God, nay whatever
pertaineth unto them, and whatsoever they
may manifest in the future, are all ordained
by God, and are a reflection of His Will and
Purpose. Whoso maketh the slightest
possible difference between their persons,
their words, their messages, their acts and
manners, hath indeed disbelieved in God,
hath repudiated His signs, and betrayed the

Cause of His Messengers.
Bahd 'u'lld h

It is clear and evident to thee that all the
Prophets are the Temples of the Cause of
God, Who have appeared clothed in divers
attire. If thou wilt observe with
discriminating eyes, thou wilt behold Them
all abiding in the same tabernacle, soaring
in the same heaven, seated upon the same
throne, uttering the same speech, and
proclaiming the same Faith. Such is the
unity of those Essences of Being, those
Luminaries of infinite and immeasurable

splendor! Wherefore, should one of these

Manifestations of Holiness proclaim saying:
'T am the return of all the Prophets,” He,
verily, speaketh the truth. In [ike manner, in
every subsequent Revelation, the return of
the former Revelation is a fact, the truth of
which is firmly established....

Bahd 'u'lld h

In the Word of God there is still another
unity—the oneness of the Manifestations of
God, Abraham, Moses, Jesus Christ,
Muhammad, the Bab and Bahd'v (ah. This is
a unity divine, heavenly, radiant, merciful—
the one reality appearing in its successive
Manifestations. For instance, the sun is one
and the same, but its points of dawning are
various. During the summer season it rises
from the northern point of the ecliptic; in
winter it appears from the southern point of
rising. Each month between, it appears from
a certain zodiacal position. Although these
dawning points are different, the sun is the
same sun which has appeared from them all.
The significance is the reality of Prophethood
which is symbolized by the sun, and the holy
Manifestations are the dawning places or

zodiacal points.
‘Abdu'l-Bahd

Unity
of the

Prophets

A brief selection from the

Baha't Writings



