And among the teachings of His Holiness
Baha'u'llah is the equality of women and
men. The world of humanity has two wings
—one is woman and the other man. Not
until both wings are equally developed can
the bird fly. Should one wing remain weak,
flight is impossible. Not until the world of
woman becomes equal to the world of man
in the acquisition of virtues and perfections,
can success and prosperity be attained as

they ought to be.
“Abdu'l-Bahd

Women have equal rights with men upon
earth; in religion and society they are a very
important element. As long as women are
prevented from attaining their highest
possibilities, so long will men be unable to

achieve the greatness which might be theirs.
‘Abdu'l-Bahd

If women received the same educational
advantages as those of men, the result

would demonstrate the equality of capacity
of both for scholarship.

"Abdu'l-Bahd

In some respects woman is superior to marn.
She is more tender-hearted, more receptive,

her intuition is more intense.
“Abdu'l-Bahd

If the mother is educated then her children
will be well taught. When the mother is
wise, then will the children be led into the
path of wisdom. If the mother be religious
she will show her children how they should
love God. If the mother is moral she guides

her little ones into the ways of uprightness.
"Abdu'l-Bahd

Therefore, surely, God is not pleased that so
important an instrument as woman should
suffer from want of training in order to
attain the perfections desirable and necessary
for her great life's work! Divine IJustice
demands that the rights of both sexes should
be equally respected since neither is superior
to the other in the eyes of Heaven. Dignity
before God depends, not on sex, but on purity
and [uminosity of heart. Human virtues

belong equally to all!
‘Abdu'l-Bahd

In this Revelation of Bahd'u'llih, the women
go neck and neck with the men. In no
movement will they be left behind. Their
rights with men are equal in degree. They
will enter all the administrative branches of
politics. They will attain in all such a degree
as will be considered the very highest station
of the world of humanity and will take part
in all affairs. Rest ye assured. Do ye not look.
upon the present conditions; in the not far
distant future the world of women will
become all-refulgent and all-glorious, For His
Holiness Baha'u 'llah Hath Willed It so!

"Abdu'l-Bahd

But there are certain matters, the
participation in which is not worthy of
women. For example, at the time when the
community is taking up vigorous defensive
measures against the attack of foes, the
women  dare  exempt from
engagements. It may so happen that at a

military

given time warlike and savage tribes may
Sfuriously attack the body politic with the
intention of carrying on a wholesale
slaughter of its members; under such a
circumstance defence is necessary, but it is
the duty of men to organize and execute



such defensive measures and not the women
—because their hearts are tender and they
cannot endure the sight of the horror of
carnage, even if it is for the sake of defence.
From such and similar undertakings the

women are exempt.
"Abdu'l-Bahd

Ere long the days shall come when the men
addressing the women, shall say: "Blessed
are ye! Blessed are ye! Verily ye are worthy
of every gift. Verily ye deserve to adorn your
heads with the crown of everlasting glory,
because in sciences and arts, in virtues and
perfections ye shall become equal to man,
and as regards tenderness of heart and the
abundance of mercy and sympathy ye are

superior’.
‘Abdu'l-Bahd

So it will come to pass that when women
participate fully and equally in the affairs
of the world, when they enter confidently
and capably the great arena of laws and
politics, war will cease; for woman will be
the obstacle and hindrance to it. This is true

and without doubt.
‘Abdu'l-Bahd
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